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 Estimated time to complete this form is 60-75 minutes
The full guidance for this grant is available on our website. Please read this guidance before completing your application.
To submit your application, please use this online form.
This offline form can be used to draft your answers and plan your application, but must not be submitted. All applications must be completed and submitted via the online form.
A note on the use of AI: Applicants may use AI tools to help draft their applications, but we advise doing so cautiously. You remain fully responsible for all submitted content, and must ensure it reflects your own original ideas and complies with data protection and organisational values. Arts Council England's full statement on AI use can be found here: https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/ai-arts-council-england-public-position-statement-writing-and-assessment-funding-applications
Which grant are you applying for?
	    
	MDM Open Grant

	    
	MDM Workforce Development Grant


Section 1: Applicant Details 
	Your name:
		




	Your position:
		




	Museum name:
		




	Museum address and post code:
		




	Contact email:
		




	Telephone number:
		




	Museum governance type (e.g. Local Authority, Independent, University): 
		




	Name of museum governing body (if different from museum name):
		





1.1 Please provide an additional named contact, senior staff member or trustee who can be contacted about the project.
	Secondary Contact name:
		




	Secondary Contact position:
		




	Secondary Contact email:
		





1.2 Museum Accreditation Status:  
	    
	Accredited (Full/Provisional Accreditation) 

	    
	Working Towards Accreditation 


Museum Accreditation Number:
	





1.3 Size of the museum – visitor number per annum:
	    
	Micro (<10k visitors)  

	    
	Small (10-20k visitors) 

	    
	Medium (20-50k visitors) 

	    
	Large (50-100k visitors) 

	    
	Largest (>100k visitors)         


1.4 ACE National Portfolio Organisation (NPO) Organisations
	Is your museum part of a museum service which receives ACE National Portfolio Organisation (NPO) funding? 

	    
	Yes

	    
	No


(If yes) Name of NPO funded Museum Service:
	





1.5 Museum Sites that directly benefit from NPO funding are not eligible to apply for MDM grants.
	Tick to confirm that your museum site is not in direct receipt of ACE NPO funding.

	    
	Yes





2. Section 2: Project Overview
Section 2: Project Overview
	Project title: 
		




	Project start date [DD/MM/YYYY]: 
		




	Project end date [DD/MM/YYYY]: 
		





Are there any partners involved in your project? If so, please list them here:
	





2.1 Summary of activity (max 50 words)
		








2.2 Project aims and measurable outcomes (list up to 5):
	Outcome 1: 
		




	Outcome 2: 
		




	Outcome 3: 
		




	Outcome 4: 
		




	Outcome 5: 
		





2.3 Detailed project description (max 300 words)  
Describe your project in detail, including key activities, how they will be delivered, and who will be involved. 
		








2.4 Rationale and need (max 200 words) 

Tell us why this project is needed and what issues or opportunities it responds to. Where appropriate, include evidence of urgency or risk. Explain how the project fits with your organisation’s strategy and remit, and how it connects to any current or previous funding, including Museum Development funding.
		








1. 2.5 Has this project been developed in response to any MDM training, support or recommendations? If yes please provide more information. 
	    
	No

	    
	Yes (please specify):
	 





2.6 Capacity to deliver (max 200 words) 
Describe how you or your organisation has the resources, skills, or partnerships to complete the project successfully. 
		








3. Section 3: Impact 
3. Impact   
MD grants are linked to Arts Council England’s Investment Principles. You can read more about them here [https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/lets-create/strategy-2020-2030/investment-principles]  
	In order to demonstrate your contribution to these please select one or more of the following areas of impact: 

	    
	Collections care and management (Ambition and Quality) 

	    
	Organisational development and resilience (Dynamism) 

	    
	Audience development and inclusion (Inclusivity and Relevance) 

	    
	Workforce and volunteer development (Ambition and Quality) 

	    
	Environmental responsibility  


3.1 Expected impact (max 200 words)  

Describe how the project will contribute to the above area/s of impact and benefit your organisation, audiences, workforce, environmental responsibility and/or collections. 
		








3.2 Measuring success (max 200 words) 
Explain how you will know if the project has been successful. Include any targets, milestones, or evaluation methods. 
		








3.3 Project timescale and key milestones (max 200 words) 
List the main stages of your project, including dates or approximate timings. 
		








3.4 Freelance and workforce engagement (max 150 words)  
How will you ensure fair, transparent and inclusive recruitment and working practices? 
		











4. Section 4: Finance
4.1 VAT status 

(VAT-registered organisations should exclude VAT from costs; non-registered organisations should include it) 
	Are you or your organisation VAT registered?

	    
	Yes

	    
	No


	4.2 Project cost breakdown

Please download the project cost breakdown form here and use it to list all goods and services to be purchased for the project, showing the total cost, the amount requested from MDM, and any match funding contribution. Also indicate the source of any match funding (e.g. museum funds, volunteer time, other grants).  
 
The grant can only cover VAT that you cannot recover from HM Revenue and Customs:  
· VAT Registered Museums: Exclude VAT from costs.  
· Non-VAT Registered Museums: Include VAT in costs. 
You must send us all appropriate invoices and receipts (with VAT or without VAT) when submitting your final accounts.   
 



Please upload your completed project cost breakdown form.
Note: The maximum amount available varies by grant stream. Applicants should refer to the guidance for the specific maximum applicable to this grant. 
4.3 Expenditure totals in £
	Total match funding:
		




	Total amount requested from MDM:
		




	Other funding (please ensure this is accounted for on the budget form)
		





Please upload any supporting evidence here (e.g. quotes or evidence of material costs):
4.4 We need to see that your costs are appropriate. Have you provided supporting evidence for costs, such as quotes for freelance/consultant support or evidence of material costs?   
	    
	Yes

	    
	No


If ‘no’, provide further detail below. Please note that if you are unable to provide evidence of proposed costs, this may delay your application.
	





4.5 One organisation cannot be awarded more than £10,000 in MDM‑funded grants within a single financial year (April to March).  
If you are unsure whether you have already received an MDM grant during this financial year and think this application may cause you to exceed this limit, please contact grants@mdmidlands.org.uk
	    
	I confirm that my organisation has not yet reached the £10,000 annual cap for MDM Grants, including this application. 





5. Section 5: Agreement and Declaration
	Agreement and Declaration
By submitting this form, you confirm that: 
· The information provided is accurate and complete.
· You have read and accept Museum Development Midlands's grant terms and conditions.
· You will provide appropriate evidence of expenditure and evaluation after the project is complete.
· This must be completed by the CEO, Chair, Director, or Head of Museum Service. 
· 


Applicant signature
	Signed (print name):
		




	Position:
		




	Date:
		






